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X1 Partof a Letter from Mr. Trembley, F.R.S.
to Martin Folkes, E/g; Pref R.S. concerning
the Light cazgﬁ’d by Quickfilver fhaken in
a G/q[v Tube, proceedmg from Ele&ricity.

Hague, 4 Feb. 1745. N.S.

Read Feb. 13. R. ' Allamand continues here very
1745-6. fuccefsfully his Experiments upon
Ele&ricity, and is at all times pleafed to communi-
cate them, in otder to excite others as much as he
can to purfue the fame Inquiries: He has bcen
pleafed to impower me to give you an Account of
{uch as he thought might be moft likely to give you
Pleafure, and at the fame time defires your Acccpt-
ance of his beft Refpets.

Mt. /' Allamand inclofed fome Mercury in a Tube
clofe-flopp’d 5 and, when he afterwards rubb’d this
Tube, it gave a great deal more Light than when the
{ime had no Mercury in it.

When this Tube has been rubb'd, after raifing
fucceflively its Extremitics, that the Mclcury mmht
flow from onc End to the other, onc fees a onht
ferpenting all along the Tubes that is to fay, the
Mercury, as it runs along, is all luminous.

Mr. & Allamnand then made the Mercury run in

the fame manner along the Tube without rubbing it,
and it ftill gave fome Lwht but wuch lefs than be-
tfore. This lait Expcrm.mt perfuaded him, that the
Frition of the Mcrcmy azainft the Glafs might
cleQrify that Glafs, in the hkc manner as the rub-
bing of the Hand. And he has been confirmed in

the

[
%)
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). RINOIN

www.jstor.org



[ 59 ]

the {ame Notion by another Experinent: Iio
brought fome Down necar to the Tube, and then
made the Mercury run from one End to the other;
and the Down was attracted, as the Mcrcury in its
Motion pafled by it.

Thete Experiments he has repeated, and varied
feveral Ways;s and they have led him to conclude,
that the Plofphorus of the Baromceter, known this
great while, is not fo properly a ‘Phofphorus, as the
Ette&d of the Mereury ele@rifying the Tube of the
Baromieter.

Mr. /' Allamand has put Mercury into exhanfled
Tubcs, and, when thefc are rubbd, they give much
morc Light than before; there then come out trom
them on all Sides Rays of very lively Light. 1 have
alfo feen at Leyden, at Mr, Mufchenbroeck’s the Me-
chanift’s, an cxhautted Globe of Glafs, which, when
rubdd with the Hand, fcem’d all fill'd with a very
bright Fire.

Scveral Perfons have obferved, that when they
had been cletrified, their Pulfes beat a liecle fafter
than before. I have even myfelf felt, after having
been cle@trified a pretty while together, a Senfation
all over my Body: But within thefe few Wecks,
fome Perfons have felt very fharp Pains upon theic
being eleftrified.

There is an Experiment that Mr. /' Allamand has
tried; he cle@rify’d a tin Tube, by means of a glafs
Globe; he then took in his left Hand a Glafs full of
Water, in which was dipped the End of a Wire; the
other End of this Wire touched the cle@rified tin Tube :
He then touch’d, with a Finger of his right Hand, the
clerified Tube,and drew a Spark from it, when at the
fame Inftant he fclt a moft violent Shock all over his
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Body. The Pain has not been always equally fharp, bue
he fays, thatthe firlt time he loft the Ufe of his Breath
for fome Moments; and he then felt fo intenfc a Pain
all along his right Arm, that hec at firft apprehended
ill Confcquences from ir; tho’ it foon after went
off without Inconvenience.

It is to be remarked, that in this Experiment he
flood fimply upon the Floor, and not upon the Cakes
of Refin. It does not fuccecd with all Glafivs; and
tho’ he has tried feveral, he has had perte@ Succefs
with none but thofe of Bobemia. He has tried
Englifo Glafles without any Effe@t.  That Glafs with
which it beft fucceeded was a Beer Glafs.

Mr. Mufchenbroeck the Profeflor has repeated his
Expcriment, holding in his Hand a hollow Bowl
exceeding thin, fullof Water; and he fays he expe-
rienced a moft terrible Pain. He fays, the Glafs
muft not be at all wet on the Outfide.

XIL. A Letter from Mr. John Hill, Apothe-
cary, to the Prelident, concerning the
Manner of the Seeding of Mofles ; and in
particular of the HyprNum terreftre,
trichoides, luteovirenus, vulgare, majus,

capitulis erectis. Rarr Synopl. Ed. 3.

pag. 84.
S 1R,
Read Fe]b-13; 1745-6. HE many late Difcoveries of
avith Alterations. the Seeds of Vegetables (for-

merly fuppofed to produce none) have opened a
Way



